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The value of this Destination Study is 100 points. This mark represents 30 percent of your final grade. Provide an answer to each research question. Do not cut and paste material from the Internet. Explain each answer succinctly in your own words. Short quotations are acceptable but must be in quotation marks and the source provided. Do not include excessive amounts of detailed material. Just answer the questions.

Complete this assignment before you leave for your STM trip by answering the following questions:
A. Basic Information

1. English name(s) of country.  

2. Local name(s) of country.

3. Major languages used with percentages.

4. What is the national currency and it value in Canadian funds?

5. What measuring system is used (metric, imperial, other)?

6. How is temperature expressed?

7. Obtain a basic map showing your location on its continent or hemisphere.

B. Geography

1. What is the area of the country in square kilometers?

2. To what other country is it comparable in size?

3. What are the basic natural features of the land (mountain ranges, deserts, rivers, etc.)?

4. What is the vegetation like?

5. Describe the climate in general and at the season of your STM trip in particular.

6. What are some of the unique plants and animals found there?

7. What are the main tourist attractions (natural, historical, etc.)?

8. What are the main health hazards for the visitor from the West?

9. How can these be avoided?

10. Draw a basic map of the topographical features as well as the main cities or of the neighbourhood/area of the city where you will be working.

C. Economy

1. What are the principal industries, products, exports, or employers in the case of an urban area?

2. How large is the national or municipal debt?

3. What is the average annual income per person or per household?

4. Who are the major trading partners or investors?

5. What are the main natural resources?

6. What sorts of pollution problems exist?

7. How readily available are basic items like food, clothing, fuel, etc.?

8. What sorts of occupations/jobs do the residents do?

9. What is the unemployment situation?

10. List the national currency in order of value and the approximate Canadian equivalents.

11. Compare the prices (in Canadian funds) for the following items:


Target Country
Canada

a. Food

b. Automobile

c. Television

d. House

e. Computer

f. Gasoline (per litre)

12. Do people barter for things or pay the stated price?

13. What is the transportation system like (roads, rail, bus, air, etc.)?

14. What is the telephone system like?

15. How do nationals like to spend their money?

D. Population

1. The total population is___________________ as of _____________(year).  

2. How is the population distributed throughout the country/urban area?

3. List by name and/or identifying feature(s) the major segments (tribal, ethnic, religious) of the population and their percentage of the total.

4. Is there widespread poverty and disease? Explain your answer.

5. What is the average educational level of the people?

6. What are the cities like regarding size, conditions, etc.?

E. Government

1. Draw a picture of the national flag. 

2. Describe the type of government.

3. Give the names and titles of the key government leaders.

4. What are the main political sub-units (states, provinces, districts, etc.)?

5. Explain any important recent political developments.

6. What are the current political tensions/problems?

7. What is the current strength and technological level of the armed forces?

8. What is the national health system like?

F. Religion

1. List the major religious groupings and give their percentage of the total population.

2. Briefly describe their major beliefs, celebrations, etc.

3. List and briefly describe the main Christian groups.

4. List the names and sizes (numbers and percentages) of any “unreached people groups” (those with less than 5% professing Christians).

5. What para-church ministries operate in the country and what do they do (e.g., World Vision, Campus Crusade (now called Cru or Power to Change, etc.)?

6. Are there any restrictions to preaching the gospel?

7. How large is the Pentecostal segment of the body of Christ? Where is it located? What denominations are involved?

8. In what way does the style of worship in these Pentecostal churches differ from your church?

9. In what other ways do these churches differ (buildings, education of the pastors, style of leadership, church government, etc.)?

10. Are there any Canadian missionaries, schools, publishing operations, development projects, and so forth in the country in general or the region/neighbourhood in particular where you will be working? List and briefly describe them.

G. History

1. Write a brief outline of the nation or the city’s history.

2. Who are the heroes/important leaders of the nation or the city’s past?

3. What national holidays commemorating what historical events are celebrated?

4. How long has Christianity been there?

5. How did it enter the country?

6. What is the present position of the country vis-à-vis current geopolitics (i.e., is it pro-East or pro-West, non-aligned, British commonwealth, Arab Bloc etc.)?

H. Intellectual Life

1. Briefly describe the educational system.

2. What percentage of the population is literate?

3. What are the most popular forms of the media (TV, film, newspapers, etc.)?

4. How free is the national or local press from government control?

5. How popular are the various arts (film, theatre, literature, dance, etc.)?

6. Is there a second or third language common to a significant portion of the population?

I. Culture

1. What sorts of foods do the average family eat?  

2. What are the national dishes?

3. How do people dress?

4. What are the nation’s favourite sports?

5. Does the country have an international reputation in any particular sport?

6. What is the average family dwelling like in the city, the country?

7. What do teenagers do for entertainment?

8. What do their parents do?

9. Is there a “generation gap”? Explain.

10. How much freedom do women have? How much authority?

11. In what sorts of ways have the people been influenced by Western culture?

12. How important is punctuality?

13. What time do the nationals:

a. Eat breakfast?

b. Eat lunch?

c. Eat dinner?

d. Take a rest?

e. Retire for the night?

f. Rise in the morning?

g. Arrive for a 7:00 p.m. party?

14. How does the body-language (meaning of a smile, nodding of the head, gestures with hands and fingers, etc.) differ from your own culture?

J. Social Behaviour

1.   What is considered good manners in the following situations?

a. Greeting strangers?

b. Greeting friends?

c. Showing respect to elders, authorities, etc.?

d. Table manners?

e. Giving compliments?

f. Eye contact?

g. Socially acceptable topics of conversation?

h. Interaction between the sexes?

i. Receiving a special favour or gift?

j. Being a polite guest?

k. Talking to a stranger?

2. How is a marriage partner chosen?

3. What persons belong to the average “household”?

4. What are important family events and how are they celebrated?

5. What is the attitude toward the elderly?

6. How are children disciplined?

